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• Language 
model 
developed by 
Blank, Rose 
and Berlin 
(1978). 

• Studies into 
interactions 
between 
teachers and 
children in 
classrooms.

Blanks Levels

• Question types 
organised into 
four levels 
according to 
complexity.

• Children’s 
understanding 
of these 
questions 
follows 
developmental 
pattern.

• Concrete “here 
and now” 
questions. 

• Abstract “how 
and why” 
questions.

• Ability to 
understand 
what is said to 
them in 
conversation.

• Verbal 
reasoning 
skills.



Blanks Levels

Why does the caterpillar need to shed its skin? 

Tell me the name of another insect…

Where’s the butterfly?

What happens after the caterpillar comes out of the egg?

Look at the four questions.

Can you rank these in complexity from 1-4?

(1 being the easiest,
4 being the most complex)



Blanks Levels

1. Where’s the butterfly?

2. Tell me the name of another insect…

3. What happens after the caterpillar comes out of the egg?

4. Why does the caterpillar need to shed its skin? 

Can you rank these in complexity from 1-4?

https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/re
sources/blanks-levels-training-for-school-age-
children/



Blanks Levels

Blanks Level 1: Naming
3 years of age
• Point to the ball.

• Show me who’s climbing.

• Find your pencil. Find another one.

Blanks Level 2: Describing
4 years of age
• How many are there?

• How are these different?

• Who/what/where are they? 

Blanks Level 4: Re-telling
4.5 years of age
• Point to the boy on the slide then the girl on the roundabout.

• What might happen next.

• What does X mean?

Blanks Level 4: Justifying
6 years of age
• What could she do?

• How do you know it is raining?

• Name two things that make you feel 
warm.



Assessing Functional Understanding of 
Language Skills

Test of Abstract Language 
Comprehension (TALC) https://s3.elklan.co.uk/ Paper and Digital versions



Assessing Functional 
Understanding of Language Skills



Scoring the TALC
Answers to DiscussUnacceptable AnswersAcceptable Answers

Pointing to ALL big flowersPointing to ONE big flower2

Blanks Level 2
Drawing, painting, making (flowers)FlowersColouring (flowers/in a book)3

Names of coloursPaint(s), crayon(s), pencil(s)4

WaterPaintbrush, paper, paint5

Pointing to/describing the girl in the dress6

Blanks Level 3
SadHappy7

They are talking about…Don’t knowAny acceptable direct speech
8

They aren't saying anything

Colouring NEXT TO each otherBecause they like colouring/drawing/paintingBecause they're painting WITH each other

9

Blanks Level 4

Because they're talking with each otherBecause she said they are friends

Because they like each other

Because they might get gone offBecause they musn't leave the lids offBecause they might dry out

10 Because they might get dried
Because if they don't put them on, the pens 
will dry out







Using the TALC and LEG 
Together
Blanks Levels 1-4 tie in with LEG Level 1-4 (EYFS-KS1).

LEG Level 5-6 step beyond Blanks Levels (KS2).

Adults can use the Blanks Level Programmes to support understanding of language skills outside of LEG 
groups and generalise into classroom and other interactions throughout the day.

Be mindful of language/questions being used with children in LEG groups.

LEG Level 2LEG Level 1
• Sort into basic 

categories.
• Identify and describe 

pictures and objects.
• Follow 1-3 word 

instructions.
• Answer simple ‘wh’ 

questions.

• Follow instructions 
containing 1 key word.

• Name familiar items and 
join. LEG Level 4LEG Level 3

• Make predictions about 
what could happen next.

• Understanding of time 
concepts.

• Answer ‘why’ questions 
and develop ability to 
inference.

• Follow multi-step 
instructions and answer 
simple questions.

• Develop sequencing and 
prediction skills.



Next Steps

Designed to be used in the classroom and throughout 
the day but can also be used for monitoring in 1:1 or 
small group work.

Blanks Levels Language Programmes

https://s3.elklan.co.uk/

Copy of mark scheme available to download from this 
meeting.

TALC Assessment and Mark Scheme

1+ year below and/or persisting difficulty and minimal 
progress despite consistent support.

Include copies of the assessment forms and programmes.

Discuss on Advice Line if unsure.

Referring in

https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/resources/
blanks-levels-training-for-school-age-children/

Example questions for each level and behaviour advice 
available alongside training

Blanks Levels Language Training



Behaviour advice

Children with low language levels are often asked complex 
questions – which are above their level of understanding 
e.g. 

 Why did you do that?
 What should you have done?

It is therefore important to: 
 Adapt/modify the language we use to account for the child’s language level.
 Remember, if a child is upset or angry; their ability to understand may reduce further. 
 Remember, if the questions are too difficult or the explanations given are too complex the child will not 

learn from the situation/experience and may become more upset and/or frustrated. 

Identifying a child’s functional understanding of language level can have important implications for the way we manage and 
talk about behaviour/challenging situations. It also ensures we have realistic expectations of a child’s understanding.

Children are then at risk of: 
 Not understanding what they have been asked
 Not being able to answer the questions effectively (if 

at all) 
 Getting into more trouble for not responding 

appropriately 
 As a result, the situation/behaviour may 

escalate/deteriorate 



Behaviour Advice



Thank you

Any questions?

Speech and Language Therapy, CFHD  

charlotte.vaughan3@nhs.net


