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Environmental Audit
How to use this tool 
· Observe the environment during natural routines and play.
· Rate each feature using the RAG system based on what you see and hear, not what is intended.
· Discuss ratings as a team to build shared understanding and ownership.
· Create an action plan focusing first on red items, then amber.
· Review regularly to track progress and celebrate improvements

Example 
	Expectation 
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2 
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Visual support at an appropriate eye level
	
	Too high need lowering 
	Too high need lowering 
	Too high need lowering 
	Too high need lowering 
	Too high need lowering 
	
	

	Pictures of the adults displayed on the
classroom door
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 
	Not observed  - needs implementing 

	Equipment / resources labelled using
symbols / photographs
	
	
	
Not all drawers labelled 
	
Needs photos added 
	

	Not all drawers labelled and photos adding 
	Not all drawers labelled and photos adding 
	Not all drawers labelled and photos adding 




Date of Audit : 

	Expectation 
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2 
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Visual support at an appropriate eye level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pictures of the adults displayed on the
classroom door
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Equipment / resources labelled using
symbols / photographs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening cue cards e.g. ‘Teaching children
to listen’ rules
Front of class / on tables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seats facing the speaker for extended
listening
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visual Timetable
Single Day / three day / week level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Routine cue cards in appropriate places,
e.g. ‘wash your hands’ in the toilet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Task management boards, including
now/next boards
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Word Walls with pictures and words of
new topic vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Further evidence of vocabulary teaching
e.g. Word Wizards, Word Pot, Word
Games, posters, Concept Cat
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Narrative cue cards and frameworks e.g.
A4 posters, cue cards, reminder cards etc
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Signing used for narrative question cards
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Further evidence of narrative intervention
e.g. colourful sentences

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social or classroom rules are visually
supported
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blanks Levels supported by
appropriate questions – staff use a
reminder poster / key rings for Level 1-4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Actions
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Observations/Comments
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