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Why you have been directed to training to 
support concept development?  

• Formal Assessment may have highlighted that this is an area of language that the child is finding difficult 

• You may have been asked to do some practise on concept words with the child

2

Concept Development Date

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NOTES: 
You may have been directed to this training by your child’s speech and language therapist or teacher. 

Your child may have had a language assessment that has highlighted some difficulties with one or more concept words. 

Some practise on Concept words may have been recommended as beneficial for your child’s speech and language development or learning. 




Aims of training
• To explain what a concept is 
• To explain when and how children develop concept knowledge 
• To explain why concepts are an important part of language and key to your child being able to access 

learning 
• To schools how to help children to learn and use concept words
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NOTES: 

This training provides and overview of what  ‘Concept Words’ are, how children learn these words, and why they are so important. 

There are also some practical ideas to help you to teach your child to understand and use the concept words that they need at hoem and at school to understand and use language effectively. 



What is a Concept? 
Concept words are important as a part of a child’s vocabulary to describe properties and ideas such as:

• Quality 
• Quantity 
• Time or Sequence 
• Position or Location 
• Personal Qualities, Emotions and Feelings
• Movement 
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NOTES: 
Concept words are a really important part of a child’s vocabulary. 

There are a large number of these words 

They are used to describe a range of things about an item or an idea including: 

How something looks – size, shape, colour
How things relate to each other – their similarities and differences 

Also, other properties and ideas including: 
Quantity – such as more, half, most, rough, smooth, same, different
Time or sequence – for example before, after, yesterday
Location – for example in, on, next to, behind, first, next, last
and
Emotions – such as happy, sad, angry, upset




Why are concepts important?
Concepts: 

• Help us to understand language 

• Help us to develop language 

• Help us to express ideas
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NOTES: 

Understanding Language is a key part of how we develop and use our communication skills – The Communication Pyramid

Concept knowledge is a key part of being able to understand what others are saying, so it is really important for learning and to access the curriculum at school

Concept words also help us to build our word knowledge and mean that the language we use can be more specific and descriptive 

Many instructions contain Concept words so they are essential to being able to follow instructions and routines

And because they include many emotion and feeling words, concept words help us to engage more effectively in social situations by understanding what others say about how they feel and being able to be more specific about how we are feeling




Everyday Concepts
Quality Colour and shape 

(spot, line, round, 
cross, triangle, 
curved, corner, 
circle, flat, straight)

size (big, heavy, long, small, 
light, short, tall, thin, fat, full, 
heavier, longer, large, wide,  
tallest, deep, wide,  narrow, 
shallow, thick, wide 

texture (wet, hot, dirty, 
new, hard, rough, soft, 
cold, dry, furry, smooth)
sound (noisy, quiet, 
loudly, softly) 

similarities and 
differences (same 
as, like, different, 
or) 

Quantity Number, equal, 
quarter, half unequal

a bit, all, a lot, some, many, 
another, few, most, enough, 
plenty, except

gone, more, none, less,  
nearly, only, part, whole 

as much as, about, 
both, every, each, 
several, other

Time or Sequence now, after, soon, 
later,  before, early 

again, never, always, 
sometimes, and then 

today, yesterday, 
tomorrow

first, last, second, 
third, once, never

Position or Location on, in, under, by, in 
front of, off, beside, 
next to, across

up, down, over, through, to, 
around, behind, between, 
above, below, against

outside, inside, bottom, 
top, high, low, middle, 
side, row

away, near, facing, 
apart, together, far 

Movement fast, slowly, quickly, stop, go, moving still, smooth, jerky backwards, towards
Emotions, Feelings 
& Personal Qualities

good, bad, nice hungry, thirsty, asleep, 
awake 

pretty, silly, clever, kind sad, frightened, 
excited, pleased 
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NOTES: 
As you can see from this list, Concept words are used in the classroom and at home all the time

You may wish to look at the Concepts Checklist handout for a more complete list 
The Concepts are listed in Levels according to the order children usually learn them in



When do Concepts Develop? Early Years
Pre-School children typically know and use Early concepts that: 

• Are object based
• Relate to what is in front of them 
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NOTES: 
First concepts typically develop after children learn early naming and action words

They provide a basis for developing language and learning skills and include common words that younger children hear and use everyday such as: 

More
No
Gone
Stop
Go

Or words that are more visual and easy to show or point to such as 
Wet
Hot
Up 
Down
Dirty
Big







When do Concepts Develop? Foundation Stage
By Reception children typically know and use many more concepts: 

• To be able to understand and follow general classroom instructions

• To support new learning – reasoning, vocabulary and topics, storytelling, developing numeracy skills
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Once in the classroom environment children are exposed to an learn many more Concept Words. 

They will hear these many time s a day in Classroom instructions, for example:  
‘Please stand next to George’, 
‘Can you get a different book’, 
‘Fetch your coat, before you go outside’

But they will also hear Concept words that relate to new things they are learning, for example: 
In Phonics –asking is that the same sound? 
In Maths - how many more do I need? 
In Literacy - What happened in the story first? At the end?



When do Concepts Develop – Key Stages 1 & 2
By the end of Primary School concepts become: 

• Less concrete or physical 

• More complex, specific and abstract 

9

Concept Development 01/03/23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NOTES: 
As children go through school teaching becomes more language based and Concept words get more complex. 

FOR EXAMPLE words have specific and often abstract meanings.  
In English – we use words like preposition; subordinate; synonym; 
In Maths – words like percentage; fraction; 
In Geography – words and ideas like evaporation; condensation

Learning these more complex concept words relies on good underlying language skills and builds upon existing knowledge of other concepts 








How do children learn concepts?
• Children learn concepts in a particular order

• Most children learn concepts through real life  experiences

• They relate their experience to the ‘label’ you provide for what they are doing and seeing

• Then hear the word several times in different situations
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Note 1st point: 
Concept words follow a particular order and build on each other. The Concepts Checklist handout mentioned previously provides more detail of the order of acquistion 

Note 2nd point 
Engaging in play and every day activities is the way most children learn concept words – through experience 

Note 3rd point
When you ‘label’ the experience many times they start to associate the word you use to the property or idea that they are experiencing

Note 4th point
When children hear a concept word used many times in many different situations, they start to make links, piece the information together and develop a fuller understanding of the concept





Why can concepts be difficult to learn?
Concepts: 

– are often abstract
– have multiple meanings 
– depend on the situation or context
– are perceived differently by different people 
– can exist simultaneously
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Concept Words can be difficult to learn, especially for children with language difficulties. This is because they are:

Usually abstract - not obviously visible and ‘right in front of us’ 

Concept words often have multiple meanings and uses for example, ‘long’ can be time or a measurement

Concept words can depend on the situation For example, one of the first concept words children learn is ‘on’ , for example they sit on mummy’s lap or they climb on a chair. But then they are also expected to put on their clothes, pin their picture on the wall, get on the bus, go on holiday – it can be confusing!
Not only that, but object properties can change in relation to the context. An object can be described as ‘big’ only in relation to one which is smaller. So, a tennis ball is ‘big’ when compared to a ping-pong ball but it is ‘small’ when compared to a football. 

Objects and ideas are experienced differently by different people for example, what is heavy for one person may be light for another. We also rely on the child noticing the same property that we are providing the word for. For example, when you label ‘red’, recognizing that you talking about the colour of the object rather than the shape or size or anything else. 

One item or idea can have multiple properties at the same time So, 15 is more than 7 but less than 21 

This is why some children take longer and need much more direct exposure to Concept Words to make the links between their experience and the ‘label’ we are giving it.



Impact of Reduced  Concept Knowledge
Language Use:  
• May use simplistic or immature sounding sentences 
• Incorrect use of concept words
• Difficulty telling and re- telling stories and news
• Difficulty answering questions about what they read or hear 

Understanding Language: 
• Difficulty following instructions or knowing what order to do things in 
• Difficulty following classroom routines
• Difficulty understanding stories and explanations
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NOTES: 
As Concept words occur so frequently in language and carry important meaning, difficulty learning and using these words can have a significant impact on all areas of learning, communication and relationships. 

A child with incomplete Concept knowledge may find it difficult to communicate effectively. Sentences may appear incomplete or immature and the concept words they do use may be used incorrectly. For example using ‘up’ instead of ‘on’, or using ‘in’ for all location words

Explaining the correct sequence for news and stories can be difficult if the child does not know words such as before/ after or first/ next/ last

Answers to questions may appear incorrect or unrelated if the question contains an unknown Concept word

Fully understanding instructions, stories and explanations is also challenging when these contain multiple and varied concept words

A child with incomplete or immature concept knowledge may appear to ignore you or try to cover up difficulties understanding by changing the subject 

They may follow the classroom routine by watching what other children are doing or watch the speaker’s face to guess the answer. They may also repeat all or parts of a question or instruction back rather than responding to them 
		



Impact of Reduced Concept Knowledge
Learning: 
• Reduced access to the curriculum
• Limited educational progress 

Social Situations:
• May present as quiet and withdrawn 
• Difficulty fully expressing how they feel
• May have challenging behaviour
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Access to learning with reduced concept knowledge increases as the child progresses through school and learning becomes more language based

In social situations the child may present as quiet and withdrawn or have limited social interactions due to difficulty joining in with language based play. 

They may also find social situations difficult as they can find it challenging to express how they feel as they don’t have knowledge of the more complex and abstract ‘Emotions’ concept words 

This can impact on self-confidence and self-esteem 




How do you choose what concept to work on? 
• Use Information from your Speech and Language Therapy report and programme

• Use the Concept Checklist handout to determine the order and monitor progress 

• Observe the child during class, small group, 1-2-1, activities 
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Your speech and language therapy report or programme may highlight Concept words that are particularly difficult. 

Or working through the Concept Checklist to fill in any earlier level missing Concept words is a good starting point for working towards age appropriate concept knowledge

Through observation and your knowledge of the child you can determine what sort of instructions they have difficulty with as a starting point. 

If you are unsure if the child knows a concept, you may wish to try giving simple instructions emphasising the target concept to see if they are able to respond correctly: 
Avoid giving non-verbal support using gestures or looking at the object you want
And also try using the concept outside of the usual routine in different situations





How do I teach a concept? 
Stage 1 – allow the child to experience the word  
Stage 2 – work on it in a structured game 
Stage 3 - add more information 
Stage 4 – generalise to different situations
Stage 5 - help the child compare concepts
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As concepts can be difficult for children to learn teaching them in stages starting with a more hands on introduction and working up towards using everyday. 

NOTES: Stage 1: Use a multisensory approach including physical activities, actions and objects to allow the child to feel and experience the concept e.g. use a toy train with play people for first and last, e.g. position words in PE or hide and seek games. You may also wish to add additional support using signing or gestures. Relate the concept directly to the child (e.g. if the concept is ‘next to’, talk about sitting next to the child; or say “Tom is sitting next to you”; “You’re standing next to Sarah”
 
NOTES Stage 2: You can move on to photos, pictures, or symbols Try playing picture matching, lotto games, or snap
 
NOTES Stage 3: When you add more information, still keep instructions simple so the child only needs to focus on the new concept word
Emphasise the concept word 
 
NOTES Stage 4: Some children may understand a concept in one situation but not be able to transfer this knowledge to another context, e.g. thinking of inside as only being indoors and not applying it to objects being inside something else. 
To generalise repeat activities many times during the day in different situations and contexts using a variety of objects. Give the child plenty of opportunities to learn the new concept. Bring the Concept word into what you are doing in everyday situations, for example: “We’re going to the shops first” “Can you get me either the red socks or the blue ones” etc.  
As many words also more than one meaning teach one meaning at a time e.g. 'Light' can mean light in weight or light in colour. Ensure generalisation of one meaning before introducing the other meaning.

NOTES Stage 5: Once comparative concepts have been taught separately e.g. hard and soft, use
activities which encourage the use of these words together. For example, when the child
has understood and experienced lots of hard things and then soft things, play a sorting
game that compares hard and soft objects.



General Rules for Teaching Concepts  
• Work on understanding a concept before using it 

• Teach only one concept at a time contrasting it with a negative rather than a pair/ opposite

• Work on no more than 4 concepts at a time

• Be careful not to use concept words the child does not yet know to teach new concepts 

16

Concept Development 01/03/23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NOTE POINT 1: Understanding always comes first. 

NOTE POINT 2: It’s confusing to teach pairs of concepts or opposites as the child then needs to learn both at the same time. So, instead of teaching big and small together talk about ‘big’ and ‘not big’. 

NOTE POINT 3: Teaching 4 concepts at a time is a maximum 

NOTE POINT 4: be aware of the other words you are using when teaching

You can also Monitor progress using observation or the Checklists




Practical Activities 
• Please refer to the attached handouts for suggestions and activities to target a range of concept words

• Concept Milestones.docx

• Concept Checklist.docx

• Concepts Practical Ideas.docx
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Thank you. 
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