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Speech sounds: Screener

Adapted from the screener developed by NHS Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy Service, Bedfordshire and Luton

The clarity of the child’s speech is considered the ‘icing on the cake’ and is the last stage of the building blocks to think about. There are many
‘errors’ which a child may make as part of their typical development. When thinking about the level of difficulty a child is facing, it is important to
consider the impact their speech sound difficulties have on getting their message across to adults and other children and therefore we have
added a section on this for settings and parents to assess this impact.

How to use this tool

This speech sound screen looks at consonant sounds produced at the start, middle and end of words. It is suitable for children aged 3 and above.
Carry out the assessment in a quiet environment without distractions in order to hear exactly how the child says each word.

Show the child the picture and ask them to name it e.g. by saying ‘what’s this?’ or ‘It's a ..... ". Write the word exactly how the child says it on the
form below. Sometimes our brains trick us and we write down what we ‘think’ the child ‘should have said’ rather than what they actually said. If it’s
difficult to understand what the child said, ask them to say it again and say something like ‘Can you tell me that word again...my ears aren’t
working very well!. If it was difficult to understand what the child said note this on the form.

If the child doesn’t know a word you can give them a clue or a choice e.g. ‘It's a bit like an apple...’, ‘Is it an orange or an apple?’. If this doesn’t
work then you can ask the child to copy you. In this case write down how they said the word and add ( ¢ ) to mean copied.

Some children may find it hard to complete the screener, e.g. if they can only focus for short periods of time. In this case, you could carry out the
screener over a period of time, doing a few words at a time, or you could find objects that correspond to the pictures and make a game by putting
them in a bag and asking the child to name them when you take each object out. You could also play a posting game by printing out the pictures
and posting them as they say them.

Speech sound norms based on: Dodd, B. and Zhu, Hua and Crosbie, S. and Holm, A. and Ozanne, A. (2002) Diagnostic evaluation of articulation and phonology
(DEAP). London: Psychology Corporation.



M cfhd NHS

Children & Family Health Devon

Speech Sounds Screener

Instructions:

Write exactly what the child says for each picture in the space provided on the form
Use a dash if the child does not say the word

Use (c) to indicate if the child copied you

Please complete the sections for the child’s age e.g. if the child is 4 years old - then complete the sections up to 4
years and 11 months (pages 3-14). Please also complete the additional questions section on pages 20 & 21

Here are some examples of how to write down what +he child has said:

Speech sounds developed by the age of 2 years

Target sound Word Child’s production Word Child’s production | Word Child’s production
P pen bew apple abble R cap (¢)
m milk VV\llk tomato +omato arm arm

Speech sounds developed by the age of 3 years and 11 months

Target | Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
sound

c/k | carrot carrot bucket butet book | et

g |ghost | glhost digger | digger bag | had
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Child’s Name:

Date of assessment:

DOB:

NHS

Child’s age:

Speech sounds developed by the age of 2 years

Target | Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
sound

p pear apple tap

m milk tomato arm

b bike bubbles web

t tiger buttons hat

d duck muddy bird

n nurse bunny phone
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Child’s Name: DOB: Child’s age:

Date of assessment:

Child’s production Word Child’s production

sound

Child’s production

w web firework

h heart
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Speech sounds developed by the age of 2 years
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Speech sounds developed by the age of 2 years and 11 months

\W
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Child’s Name:

Date of assessment:
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NHS

Child’s age:

Speech sounds developed by the age of 3 years and 11 months

Targzt Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
soun

c/k | carrot bucket book

g ghost digger bag

ng finger king

y yoghurt lion

f fire dolphin knife

Vv van seven five

S sun dinosaur bus

y 4 200 wizard nose
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Speech sounds developed by the age of 3 years and 11 months

c/k
g
]
00000
ng
7
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Child’s Name: DOB: Child’s age:

Date of assessment:

Speech sounds developed by the age of 4 years and 11 months

Target Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
sound

ch cherries teacher witch
j jam badger cage
zh measure

sc scarecrow

sm smoke

sn snowman

sp spoon

st star

sw swan
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Speech sounds developed by the age of 4 years and 11 months

ch

Strawberry
Jam @&

10 Pixabella.

zh
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Child’s Name: DOB: Child’s age:

Date of assessment:

Speech sounds developed by the age of 5 years and 11 months

Target | Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
sound

| lion balloon wheel
sh shark washing brush
r,tr |red giraffe train
br, brown dress crisps
dr, cr

gr, fr, | grass frog present
pr

pl, bl, | plaster black glue

gl

fl, sl | flower slug twenty

tw

Speech sounds developed by the age of 6 years and 11 months

Target | Word Child’s production Word Child’s production Word Child’s production
sound
th, thumb brother three

thr
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Speech sounds developed by the age of 5 years and 11 months

sh
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Additional questions

. Sometimes the vowel sounds ‘a, €, i, 0, u’ are not used correctly by some children e.g., ‘bag’ may be pronounced as ‘beg’.
Note below any words you notice which have any vowel errors which are not part of the child’s family accent. Write down how the child is

saying the word.

. Does the child have any other speech sound difficulties e.g. making a ‘slushy’ ‘s’ sound? Nasal sounding speech e.g. ‘snorting’ or

sounding like they have a cold when they don't?

Please circle the following:

Please comment:

in activities?

. Is the child understood by familiar adults? Always Sometimes / Never
. Does the child talk using a range of different pitches

e.g. raising the pitch at the end of a question? Always Sometimes / Never
. Does the child use any talk that you do not understand? Always Sometimes / Never
. Does the speech sound difficulty stop the child from taking part

Always Sometimes / Never

. Does the child get frustrated when they are not understood? Always Sometimes / Never
. Does the child show awareness of their speech sound difficulties? Always Sometimes / Never
. Do you think that the child would want to work on their speech sounds? Yes No

20



Ascfhd  omwsrone NHS

Children & Family Health Devon DOB: Child’s age: Date of assessment:

Please use this section to give any other relevant information about the child’s talking

Completed by: Designation:
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